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DongFang Chinese Parents’ Perspective

John Wehrenberg
Father of Kelly (3 Grade) and Molly (2™ Grade)

Perhaps this parent’s view and commentary
on Chinese education will differ a little bit in that it

comes from a non-ethnic Chinese parent. Our
daughters are now in their second full year of class at
DongFang. Both had built a good base of Mandarin
in the Singapore International School in Shanghai

which they attended for several years. Upon
returning to Chicago, Ying researched a number of
schools for the girls and through that process, found
DongFang and decided to enroll them class that same
day.

From my perspective, as the non-Chinese
speaking parent in the family, the regular class and
homework experience are building good language
capabilities in both our girls. Additionally, the girls
seem to be are developing stronger friendship with
some of the other DongFang classmates during this
year.

I believe this combination has created not only
a solid method for learning Chinese language but
also a process through which they can develop a
number of friends who are not part of their daily
‘normal’ school routine. Through these friendships
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and interaction, they are also learning and can
appreciate more cultural aspects.

Overall, the experience is something that both
our daughters look forward to participating in each
week. For me personally, I cannot judge their
language ability progress, but I certainly can observe
their personal development through their interaction
with the teachers and classmates at DongFang. 1
view this development as almost equally important
as the development of their language capabilities.
Both aspects have been a strong part of the program
during our experience and it has absolutely
strengthened and enriched our daughter’s
development.
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The clock
—— 5 WF - English Writing Class

The clock I see now is a circle head. It makes
a very mysterious, eerie sound: Tick, tock, tick, tock.
It makes me think that time never stops, so use it
wisely. The huge black numbers go all around the
edges. Lines cover the space between the numbers.
Three thin, narrow pointing sticks came from the
middle, each longer than the other. They go at their
own speed, telling us the time.
Without this clock, our lives
would be confusing; no time
means no control over your
life. This clock is little, but it
is still very important in our
lives.
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